Chapter 4: Plugs and Ports for some computer ports

Take a look at the front and back of your computer case and count the number of buttons, ports, and slots
you see. Now look at your monitor and count any you find there. You probably counted at least 10, and
maybe a lot more. Each computer is different, so the buttons, ports, and sockets will vary from computer to
computer.

However, there are certain ones you can expect to find on most desktop computers. Learning how these
ports are used will help whenever you need to connect something to your computer, like a new printer,
keyboard, or mouse.
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Front of a computer case (SsaS!) G <la¥) £ jalh)

Optical Disc Drive (gl pal &) & jaa)
Often called a CD-ROM or DVD-ROM drive, this lets your computer read CDs and DVDs.
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Power Button (4l 3)

The power button is used to power the computer on and off.

Audio In/Audio Out. (©sall 7 _de/cipall Jida,)

Many computers include audio ports on the front of the computer case that allow you to easily connect
speakers, microphones, and headsets without fumbling with the back of the computer.
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USB (Universal Serial Bus) Port

Most desktop computers have several USB ports. These can be used to connect almost any type of device,
including mice, keyboards, printers, and digital cameras. They will often appear on the front and back of
the computer.
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Back of a computer case (JiszaS!) (s AL ¢ jal))

The back of a computer case has connection ports that are made to fit specific devices. The placement will
vary from computer to computer, and many companies have their own special connectors for specific
devices. Some of the ports may be color coded to help you determine which port is used with a particular
device.
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Power Socket (4Ua uiia)

This is where you’ll connect the power cord to the computer.

There are many other ports and entrances, which we will explain in the following table,
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or 1 milliwatt)

from a
device such
as a mouse,

keyboard,
digital
camera,
printer,
scanner,
speakers,
headphones,
or
microphone
as
appropriate.

e with up to
7 devices
playing the
role of the
“slaves” in
a “piconet”;

two or more
piconets can
be
connected
together to
forma
“scatternet”




