
Tenses
Tense is the grammatical term for verb forms that indicate 
time distinctions.
                                Present Tense

                                                                                Present Simple
Expresses action occurring 
now, at the present time, 
without any indication of 
time duration. 

Tom studies everyday. 

    Present Continuous
Puts emphasis on the course or 
duration of an action.

Tom is studying right now.



Present Tense

                                                                                

Present Perfect
Expresses an action from the 
recent past that is still going 
on or that stopped recently, 
but has an influence on the 
present. 

Tom has already studied 
chapter one.

    Present Perfect Continuous
Expresses an action that recently 
stopped or is still going on. 

Tom has been studying for two 
hours
 



Past Tense

                                                                                

               Past Simple 

Expresses an action (or to 
help make a statement about 
something) that took place 
entirely in the past and did 
not continue into the present.

 Tom studied last night

      Past Continuous
Puts emphasis on the course of 
an action in the past.

Tom was studying when they 
came.



Past Tense

                                                                                

               Past Perfect
Expresses an action that was 
completed in the past and 
preceded some other past 
action or event. 

Tom had already studied 
chapter one before he began 
studying chapter two.

      Past Perfect Continuous
Puts emphasis on the course or 
duration of an action taking 
place before a certain time in 
the past.

Tom had been studying for 
two hours before his friends 
came.



Futre Tense

                                                                                

              Future Simple
Indicates a time that will 
occur after the present. 

Tom will study tomorrow.
Tom is going to study 
tomorrow.

      Future Continuous
Expresses an activity that will 
be in progress at a time in the 
future.

Tom will be studying when you 
come.



Future Tense

                                                                                

Future Perfect
Expresses an activity that 
will be completed before 
another time or event in the 
future. 

Tom will already have 
studied chapter four before 
he studies chapter five.

      Future Perfect Continuous
Emphasizes the duration of an 
activity that will be in progress 
before another time or event in 
the future.

Tom will have been studying 
for two hours by the time his 
roommate gets home.



Types of verbs

There are three types of verbs in English
1. Auxiliary verbs (do, be and have): They are used to 

form tenses, questions and negatives.
2. Modal auxiliary verbs (Must, can, should, might, 

will and would): They help other verbs.  They have 
their own meaning. Must expresses obligation, can 
expresses ability.

3. Full verbs: All other verbs: play, run, help, eat, see, etc.



Do, be and have
Do, be and have can also be used as full verbs:
I do my washing on Saturday.
She does a lot of business in France.
We are in class at the moment.
They were at home yesterday.
He has a lot of problems
They have three children
In addition to that “have” could be used with got:
I’ve got a job.
Have you got a flat?
She hasn’t got a car.



Auxiliary verbs and tenses

Be and continuous forms:
Be + verb + - ing is used to make continuous verb forms 
which describe activities in progress and temporary 
activities.
He’s washing his car. (Present Continuous)
They were going to work. (Past Continuous)
I’ve been learning English for two years. (Present 
Perfect Continuous)
I’d like to be lying on the beach. (Continuous infinitive)



Auxiliary verbs and tenses

� To make a negative, add –n’t to the auxiliary verb. If 
there is no auxiliary verb, use don’t/doesn’t/didn’t.

Positive Negative

He’s working. He isn’t working.
I was thinking. I wasn’t thinking.
We’ve seen the play. We haven’t seen the play.
She works in a bank. She doesn’t work in a bank.
They like skiing. They don’t like skiing.
He went on holiday. He didn’t go on holiday.



Auxiliary verbs and questions
� To make a question, invert the subject and the auxiliary verb. 

If there is no auxiliary verb, use do/does/did.

� There is usually no do/does/did in subject questions.
 Who wants ice-cream?      What flavor ice-cream do you want?
 What happened to your eye?    What did you do to your eye?
  Who broke the window?           How did you break the window?          

She’s wearing jeans. What is she wearing?
You were born in Paris. Where were you born?
Peter’s been to China. Has Peter been to China?
I know you. Do I know you?
He wants ice-cream. What does he want?
They didn’t go out. Why didn’t they go out?



Auxiliary verbs and short answers

 Short answers are common in spoken English. If you 
say yes or no , it could sound rude. To make a short 
answer, repeat the auxiliary verb.
Are you coming with us?   Yes, I am.
Have you had breakfast?   No, I haven’t.
Does she like walking?        No, she doesn’t.
Did Mary phone?                 Yes, she did.     



Unit-1: A world of difference 



Grammar Spot



One world Quiz





Practice: You are so wrong





Talking about you



Check it



Word formation



Words that go together



Recognizing tenses
Read the text and use the words in italic to find the verb tenses:
Present simple (4), present continuous (1), past simple (3), past 
continuous (1), present perfect (1), present perfect continuous 
(1), future forms (2), present simple passive (1), past simple 
passive (1).



Recognizing tenses



Producing Tenses



 

Producing Tenses



Tenses and time expressions



Auxiliary or full verb?



Negatives



Verb + preposition


