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Past Simple 

We use the past tense to talk about: 

• something that happened once in the past: 

I met my wife in 1983. 

We went to Spain for our holidays. 

• something that happened several times in the past: 

When I was a boy, I walked a mile to school every day. 

We swam a lot while we were on holiday. 

They always enjoyed visiting their friends. 

• something that was true for some time in the past: 

I lived abroad for ten years. 

He enjoyed being a student. 

She played a lot of tennis when she was younger. 

• we often use expressions with ago with the past simple: 

I met my wife a long time ago. 

 

Affirmative:   

Subject + v. (ed)  

Ex:  

• I met my wife in 1983. 

• We left the city a long time ago  

 

 



Negative: 

We use didn't (did not) to make negative with the past simple: 

Subject + did (not) + v. (base)  

 

Ex:-  

• They didn't go to Spain this year. 

• We didn't get home until very late last night. 

• I didn't see you yesterday.  

 

Question:  

We use did to make question with the past simple: 

Did + Subject + v.(base) … ? 

 

• Did she play tennis when she was younger  

                - Yes, she did 

                - No, she didn’t  

• Did you live abroad? 

• When did you meet your wife? 

• Where did you go for your holidays? 

Regular verbs = ed  

Ex:  

Play - played  

Use - used  

Like - liked  



 

Irregular verbs:  

Verb Past simple  
See  Saw 
Go  Went  
tell  told 
Say Said  
Have Had 
Take Took 
Give Gave 
Get Got 
Can Could  
Make Made 
Do  Did 
Buy  Bought  
Fly Flew 

 

Exercise: choose the correct answer 

1. I _____ to the mall after school. 

(goed, gone, went) 

2. My brother _____ a bear an hour ago. 

(seen, saw, sees) 

3. _____ Mike visit his grandmother last night? 

(did, are, does) 

4. Alex did not _____ last weekend. 

(working, worked, work) 

5._____ you see Jody's new dog yesterday? 

(Does, Did, Do) 

6.What _____ you eat for lunch yesterday?  

(do, did, does) 



6.My family and I ______ in London when I was young. (lived, live, living) 

7. We ______ some sandwiches and fresh fruit to eat for lunch yesterday. (buy, 

buys, bought) 

8. They wanted to ______ a movie but there were no more tickets. (see, saw, 

seeing) 

9. Did you have a good time? Yes, I _____ 

(had, did, have) 

10. He didn’t _____ me because I was behind the tree. (saw, see, sees) 

11. Did you _____ lots of interesting photos on your holiday? (took, take, takes) 

12. I wanted to ______, but I couldn’t. I had to stay and help my friend. (went, go, 

going) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 


